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The Amish country murders bear a disconcerting similarity to tast week’s shootings in Bailey, Colorado. In both cases, the

gunman released the boys in the room and attacked the girls. Coincidence? Perhaps more a case of one high-profile
event triggering another.

Is there hope for an end to America's gun violence?

Yes...

* With every high-profile mass murder, victims' advocates and gun-control lobbyists gain more visibility, and more
influence

* Someone, eventually, will make the link to homeland security: why make it so easy for al-Qa'ida to acquire assault
weapons?

* The numbers of American children who die in gun violence means sooner or later, the madness will stop
No...
* Congress is in thrall to the NRA, and is too scared to act

* The burst of reformist energy that followed Columbine has subsided, and the most recent mass murders have been

715 greeted with resigned indifference

* The US media is too addicted to its regular, real-life horror show to want it to stop
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